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The following
firefighters died in
the line of duty
during the month of
April
4/1
Richard L. Garner, Jr.
Madison, WI
4/3
Caleb Scott
N. Richland Hills, TX
4/5
Bernard Olive
Baytown, TX
4/8
Richard L. Sales
Ashville, NC
4/17
M. Kent Stillwagon
Greenlawn, NY
4/19
Gregory Jackson
Fort Benning, GA
4/19
Herbert “Butch” Wilcox
Rocky Mount, VA

4/21
Anthony Colacino
Jamestown, CA
4/25
Philip H. Neubich
Spooner, WI
4/29
Michael Godzak
Webster, PA
4/30
Jeffrey Holt
Lawrence, IN
34 firefighters have
died in the line of duty
this year

The Ministry of Presence
ack in the fourth
century, as the
story goes, a
Roman soldier was
heading out to battle.
On his way, he
spotted a beggar on
the side the road.
Moved with
compassion, this
soldier cut his cape in
half and gave one
part of it to the
beggar to help him
keep warm. The
other part became a
symbol of caring for
others. It was put in a
chapel and cared for
by chaplains who
were tasked with
protecting the cape
and preserving the
idea of caring for
others. Today, the
fire chaplain
continues this
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tradition of caring
within the uniqueness
of the fire service
profession.
Fire rescue
personnel put their
lives on the line for
their communities
every day. The work
they do is full of
unique challenges
like dealing with
extreme physical
conditions and
coping first hand with
human tragedy.
Often these
challenges take a toll
on their well-being
and put incredible
strain on their
relationships. In
addition, the people
that fire rescue
personnel serve are
many times

experiencing the
worst day of their
lives. As they
struggle through their
personal tragedies,
they are faced with
the task of rebuilding
and going forward.

It’s into this world that
the fire chaplain is
called.
Before the call is
when chaplains
invest in fire rescue
personnel and their
families. Although
they spend a great
deal of time training
and preparing for all
they encounter at
work, little is invested
in what they will
encounter beyond
the job. Chaplains fill
in this gap by
providing resources
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to help those serving in fire
rescue be more successful
on the job and in life.
During the call is a critical
time for both fire rescue
personnel and the people
they serve. Chaplains are
on the front line supporting
first responders in the field.
Whether the incident is
large or small, fire rescue
personnel respond to meet
the needs of people in the
midst of a challenging time.
Chaplains are there
providing comfort and
support.

After the call is when
chaplains provide ongoing
care and assistance to fire
rescue personnel and their
families. It’s not over once
the fire is out, the scene is
cleared and everyone is
back at the station.
Depending on the severity
of the call, first responders
may need to process what
they experienced. But even
less significant incidents
create difficulties and stress
over time. Chaplains will be
there today, tomorrow and
beyond.
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It has been said that the
chaplaincy is a ministry of
presence. By their
presence, fire rescue
chaplains bring some
peace and comfort as
stressful and difficult
situations are encountered.
The fire chaplain continues
the tradition of caring that
started hundreds of years
ago.
If you have questions about
the chaplaincy, would like
to network your chaplain, or
would like to start a
chaplain program in your
department contact me at
joe@firerescuesupport.com

A Guiding Light
When tragedy strikes in the form of a house fire,
homeowners can be left with very little. And while
community agencies come to their aid, there are
often many gaps left. Now, two young ladies in
Dunnellon, FL are doing something about this.
Haley Constable (15) and Molly Golden (11) have
started the Guiding Light Disaster Relief Program.
This program is designed to provide some of the
basic items families need as they recover from
their loss.
If you live in the Dunnellon area you can support
Guiding Light by eating at BubbaQues on
Thursday, May 17. 20% of your check will be
donated.
For more information or to make a donation
contact Vicky Constable, Hailey’s mom, at 352242-7611.

Hailey (l) and Molly (r) with the owner of Ye
Old Subs and Pizza in Dunnellon after her
donation to Guiding Light.
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Fire Chaplain Training
Each month we’ll discuss a
topic related to crisis
intervention. We hope this
will serve as a refresher for
those who have been
trained,
as
well
as
something to create interest
for those who have not.

Another fire chaplain training opportunity is available. Essentials of
Fire Chaplaincy from the Federation of Fire Chaplains is being held
May 23-24, 2018 at Estero Fire Rescue - 21500 Three Oaks Pkwy.
Estero, FL. 33928. Cost is $150
Instructor Mark Goodman is a veteran of the fire service with over 35
years experience as a Firefighter, Fire Inspector, Fire Marshal, and
Fire Service Instructor III. He currently serves Estero FD, South Trail
FD and San Carlos Park FD as Chaplain. He is Pastor of Christ
Community Ministries in Estero, and a Peer member of the TriCounty CISM Team, and a Master Chaplain and Instructor III for the
Federation of Fire Chaplains.
For more information and to register visit
www.fdchaplainservices.com.

CISM Training
Assisting Individuals in Crisis AND
Group Crisis Intervention
Tavares
May 8-10

Ft. Lauderdale
May 17-19

Clearwater
July 10-12

Winter Garden
October 23-25

For more information and to register visit
www.firerescuesupport.com
Want to host CISM training at your agency?
Contact Joe at 352-425-1643 or
joe@firerescuesupport.com
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Amazon Donates to Charity
For eligible purchases at Amazon Smile, the Amazon Smile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
customer’s selected charitable organization. You can make Fire
Rescue Support your organization by clicking here. Then every
time you order through the Amazon Smile website you’ll be
helping Fire Rescue Support continue its mission of supporting
fire rescue personnel before, during and after the call.

Thank You!
Thanks for your partnership with Fire Rescue
Support. Because of you, we have the opportunity
to support fire rescue personnel before, during and
after the call. Visit www.firerescuesupport.com for
more information or to donate. You can also find
us on Facebook and Instagram. And please don’t
hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance
personally or professionally. You can reach me at

Connect with Fire Rescue Support
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very day the men and women who serve
as fire rescue personnel put their lives on
the line for their communities. The work
they do is full of unique challenges like
dealing with extreme physical conditions and
coping first hand with human tragedy. Often
these challenges take a toll on their well-being
and put incredible strain on their relationships.
In addition, the people that fire rescue
personnel serve are many times experiencing
the worst day of their lives. As they struggle
through their personal tragedies, they are faced
with the task of rebuilding their lives and going
forward.

E
12647 SE 102nd Avenue
Belleview, FL 34420
352-425-1643
info@firerescuesupport.com
www.firerescuesupport.com

magine an organization committed to one
task – supporting fire rescue personnel.
From their work in the field to their lives at
home, picture an organization working to
equip these first responders to be more
successful on the job and in life. Envision an
organization that extends the support of those
serving in fire rescue by offering care and
comfort to the people they serve. Finally,
picture an organization that would impact
emergency services workers all across the
country. That organization is Fire Rescue
Support – supporting fire rescue personnel
before, during and after the call.
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