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HONOR
COLUMN
The following
firefighters died in
the line of duty
during the month
of September

9/10
Terry Smerdel
San Francisco, CA

9/14
Kenneth Greene, Sr.
Philadelphia, PA

9/23
Matthew M. Deicher
Mosinee, WI

9/27
Eric J. Balliet
Fort Wayne, IN

70 firefighters have
died in the line of
duty this year

Even Rescuers Need to Be Rescued
NOTE: Following is
an excerpt of the
message
delivered
on August 31, 2017,
at the memorial service of Retired Chief
Richard Maxwell of
Marion County Fire
Rescue.

oday we’re here
to celebrate the
life and mourn the
loss of Retired Chief
Richard
Maxwell.
We honor his commitment to his family
and his commitment
to his community.
Chief Maxwell has
joined the ranks of
the departed who
have faithfully served
over the years.

T

As of today, there
have been 65 firefighter fatalities this
year. Those are line
of duty deaths. That
doesn’t take into account those who died
off-duty or, as in the
case of Chief Maxwell, those who died
in retirement. That

also doesn’t take into
account those who
died by suicide.
Earlier today I had
the
privilege
of
spending time with
Richie’s family sharing words of hope
from the pages of the
Bible. I want to offer
you that same hope,
but I want to speak
directly to you as a
fire family.
Support, love and encouragement are well
displayed today. In
fact, today is an exhibition of the fire service at her finest.
Pride, honor, dignity,
respect. Those who
are not part of the fire
family are seeing this
family on its best behavior.
However, even when
the fire service is at
its best, it can’t fill the
emptiness of the human soul. Camaraderie and brotherhood
do not replace the
need for God in our
lives.
Fortunately,

since the fire service
still stands for traditional values such as
family, hard work,
sacrifice, and faith,
the path to God is not
out of reach.
That’s good news because even rescuers
need to be rescued.
That’s what King David expressed in the
Psalms.
David was not some
run-of-the-mill
Hebrew. He was a man
after
God’s
own
heart. He was the
shepherd boy who
killed a lion with his
bare hands. He was
a Type A, risk-taking,
problem-solving guy.
He
would
have
looked good in bunker gear.
But listen to his prayer in Psalm 31:2:
“Turn your ear to me,
come quickly to my
rescue. Be my rock
of refuge, a strong
fortress to save me.”
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

The lion-killer needed some help. The risk-taker needed some safety. The problem-solver
needed some answers. The rescuer needed to be rescued
What about you? Do you realize that much of life is out of your control? Do you see that at
the end of the day that will be an end of your days? Do you recognize your need to be rescued?
The Bible clearly tells us that Jesus Christ came to rescue us. He came to save us from
our sin; to save us from ourselves. Unfortunately, rescuers don’t always realize they need
to be rescued. They are too busy helping those they serve; too busy helping those they
serve with; too busy helping their families. In typical rescuer fashion, they put themselves
last which sounds noble and right and true.
But caring for yourself isn’t just a good idea. It’s imperative that you care for you; all of
you.
Chief Maxwell’s days on earth were certainly too few. His passing is a reminder to all of us
of the temporary nature of our lives. You, more than most, realize that life can change in a
moment. In fact, I believe because you deal with death as much as you do, you could develop the best perspective on life.

Psalm 90:12 says, “Teach me to number my days, that I would gain a heart of wisdom.”
As King David is talking to God, he is saying something like this. “Lord, help to remember
that my days are earth are limited and in knowing that, help me to live them wisely, to live
them well. Help me to love deeply and live in the moment. Help me to forgive quickly and
not wait to say a kind word.”
“And Lord, help me to understand that even rescuers need to be rescued.”

You have the skills. You have the training. You have the experience. But is there
something lacking in your preparation to do the job of a firefighter? Everything you do
is done in the context of others. How well are you equipped to deal with the people you
interact with day in and day out? This course will give you the opportunity to explore
how to best care for the various people that you serve including victims, peers, your
family and your self.
Join me as I present “The Human Side of the Fire
Service” at the following conferences. Click on the
links for more information.
Surviving the Fire Ground and Beyond
Wednesday, October 11 - 1:00pm
Apopka, FL
Great Florida Fire School
Wednesday, November 8 - 8:00am
Ft. Myers, FL
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Each
month
we’ll
discuss a topic related
to crisis intervention. We
hope this will serve as a
refresher for those who
have been trained, as
well as something to
create interest for those
who have not.

Clinician Awareness Training
The next 2 day clinician training course will be held at Coral
Springs Fire Department on Nov 28 and 29. This class is for
clinicians who want to learn more about firefighter culture in
order to be more effective in treating firefighters. The class will
take place at: Coral Springs Regional Institute for Public Safety
Training Center at: 4180 NW 120 Ave. from 8am – 5pm each
day. Click here for more details and to register:

CISM Training in Daytona Beach
Assisting Individuals in Crisis AND
Group Crisis Intervention
October 16-18, 2017
8:00am - 6:00pm
Hosted by: Volusia County Fire Rescue
Held at: Volusia County EOC
3825 Tiger Bay Road
Daytona Beach, FL 32124
For more information and to register visit
www.firerescuesupport.com
Want to host CISM training at your agency?
Contact Joe at 352-425-1643 or joelacognata@gmail.com
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Amazon Donates to Charity
For eligible purchases at Amazon Smile, the Amazon Smile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
customer’s selected charitable organization. You can make Fire
Rescue Support your organization by clicking here. Then every
time you order through the Amazon Smile website you’ll be
helping Fire Rescue Support continue its mission of supporting
fire rescue personnel before, during and after the call.

Thank You!
Thanks for your partnership with Fire Rescue Support.
Because of you, we have the opportunity to support fire
rescue personnel before, during and after the call. Visit
www.firerescuesupport.com for more information or to
donate. You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram.
And please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance personally or professionally. You can reach me
at 352-425-1643 or joe@firerescuesupport.com.

Connect with Fire Rescue Support
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very day the men and women who serve
as fire rescue personnel put their lives on
the line for their communities. The work
they do is full of unique challenges like
dealing with extreme physical conditions and
coping first hand with human tragedy. Often
these challenges take a toll on their well-being
and put incredible strain on their relationships.
In addition, the people that fire rescue
personnel serve are many times experiencing
the worst day of their lives. As they struggle
through their personal tragedies, they are faced
with the task of rebuilding their lives and going
forward.

E
12647 SE 102nd Avenue
Belleview, FL 34420
352-425-1643
info@firerescuesupport.com
www.firerescuesupport.com

magine an organization committed to one
task – supporting fire rescue personnel.
From their work in the field to their lives at
home, picture an organization working to
equip these first responders to be more
successful on the job and in life. Envision an
organization that extends the support of those
serving in fire rescue by offering care and
comfort to the people they serve. Finally,
picture an organization that would impact
emergency services workers all across the
country. That organization is Fire Rescue
Support – supporting fire rescue personnel
before, during and after the call.
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