Hurricane Irma
Hurricane Irma continues to cause major disruption to
our state. Least of these disruptions is the delay of this
newsletter. The pages that follow contain the normal
information for this month. Our thoughts and prayers
continue to be with all those impacted by this storm.
Our gratefulness is extended to our first responders
and their families for the sacrifices on our behalf.

Psalm 46:1

God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
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The following
firefighters died in
the line of duty
during the month
of August

8/2
Jay Hinkie
Silsbee, TX
8/2
Brent M. Witham
Missoula, MT
8/13
Dale “Clint” Hardemon
West Blocton, AL
8/19
Tom Martin
Black Eagle, MT
8/24
Thomas P. McBride
Campbellsburg, KY
8/26
Randy R. Treat
Kingston, AR
8/31
Gary Helming
Goleta, CA

56 firefighters have
died in the line of
duty this year

Why I’ll Never Forget

T

ime keeps on
slipping into the
future – Steve
Miller

The years just keep
ticking by. Five, ten,
fifteen, sixteen years
have gone by since
the tragic events of
September 11, 2001.
While the terrorists
may
have
been
mocking us by carrying out their cowardly attacks on September 11, they may
have
inadvertently
helped us remember
by choosing that
date. September 11,
or 911, comes to
mind twice a day

when my clock displays that time. 911
comes to mind every
time I see a police
car, fire truck, or ambulance displaying
how to call for emergency services. For
me, September 11,
2001 will always be
remembered
for
these reasons.

However, there is an
even greater reason
why I’ll never forget;
I see the same courage, the same commitment, the same
sacrifice being made
every day. According
to the most recent
National Fire Protection
Association’s
“U.S. Fire Department Profile,” there
are 1,160,450 firefighters
protecting
our country. Over a
million men and
women have dedicated themselves to
saving lives and protecting property.
(Continued on page 3)
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Why I’ll Never Forget (continued)
(Continued from page 2)

While the magnitude of September 11, 2001 has never been
equaled, the call to serve, the call to sacrifice remains the
same. In fact, in the years since 2001, there have been 1,333
line of duty deaths in the fire service.
From sea to shining sea, from cities to wildland settings, from
north to south, today’s firefighters continue the legacy of those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice.
I’ll always remember September 11, 2001 as a day of tragedy,
a day of sacrifice. The reason I’ll never forget is that I’m reminded of the courage, the commitment, the sacrifice of the
American firefighter every day.

The Human Side of the Fire Service
You have the skills. You have the training. You have the experience. But is there
something lacking in your preparation to do the job of a firefighter? Everything you
do is done in the context of others. How well are you equipped to deal with the
people you interact with day in and day out? This course will give you the
opportunity to explore how to best care for the various people that you serve
including victims, peers, your family and your self.
Join me as I present “The Human Side of the Fire Service” at the following conferences.
Click on the links for more information.

Surviving the Fire Ground and Beyond
Wednesday, October 11 - 1:00pm
Apopka, FL

Great Florida Fire School
Wednesday, November 8 - 8:00am
Ft. Myers, FL
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Each
month
we’ll
discuss a topic related
to crisis intervention. We
hope this will serve as a
refresher for those who
have been trained, as
well as something to
create interest for those
who have not.

Ongoing Training
ICISF Regional Training in Orlando is a great opportunity to
refresh old skills and learn new ones. It is here at regional
events that you’ll have the opportunity to take courses beyond
the basics. You’ll also get to learn from ICISF national faculty.
The ICISF Regional Training is taking place September 28 October 1. Click here to get all the details.

CISM Training in Daytona Beach
Assisting Individuals in Crisis AND
Group Crisis Intervention
October 16-18, 2017
8:00am - 6:00pm
Hosted by: Volusia County Fire Rescue
Held at: Volusia County EOC
3825 Tiger Bay Road
Daytona Beach, FL 32124
For more information and to register visit
www.firerescuesupport.com
Want to host CISM training at your agency?
Contact Joe at 352-425-1643 or joelacognata@gmail.com

3

PAGE

4

Amazon Donates to Charity
For eligible purchases at Amazon Smile, the Amazon Smile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the
customer’s selected charitable organization. You can make Fire
Rescue Support your organization by clicking here. Then every
time you order through the Amazon Smile website you’ll be
helping Fire Rescue Support continue its mission of supporting
fire rescue personnel before, during and after the call.

Thank You!
Thanks for your partnership with Fire Rescue Support.
Because of you, we have the opportunity to support fire
rescue personnel before, during and after the call. Visit
www.firerescuesupport.com for more information or to
donate. You can also find us on Facebook and Instagram.
And please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance personally or professionally. You can reach me
at 352-425-1643 or joe@firerescuesupport.com.

Connect with Fire Rescue Support
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very day the men and women who serve
as fire rescue personnel put their lives on
the line for their communities. The work
they do is full of unique challenges like
dealing with extreme physical conditions and
coping first hand with human tragedy. Often
these challenges take a toll on their well-being
and put incredible strain on their relationships.
In addition, the people that fire rescue
personnel serve are many times experiencing
the worst day of their lives. As they struggle
through their personal tragedies, they are faced
with the task of rebuilding their lives and going
forward.

E
12647 SE 102nd Avenue
Belleview, FL 34420
352-425-1643
joelacognata@gmail.com
www.firerescuesupport.com

magine an organization committed to one
task – supporting fire rescue personnel.
From their work in the field to their lives at
home, picture an organization working to
equip these first responders to be more
successful on the job and in life. Envision an
organization that extends the support of those
serving in fire rescue by offering care and
comfort to the people they serve. Finally,
picture an organization that would impact
emergency services workers all across the
country. That organization is Fire Rescue
Support – supporting fire rescue personnel
before, during and after the call.

I

5

